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Native Americans and Natural Resources
In 1608, the Indian towns lining the shores of the Chesapeake Bay were found in areas that 
provided easy access to food sources.  Villages were often located near oyster bars or at the 
heads of rivers and streams where fish could be caught as they swam up the Bay to spawn.  
Arrow arum (tuckahoe) and wild rice were harvested from nearby marshes, and corn, beans 
and squash were grown in the area’s rich soils.  The dense forests surrounding the Bay were 
home to deer, bear and other animals that were hunted for their meat and furs, while the 
trees produced chestnuts, walnuts and acorns.  In a way, the environment acted as a huge 
supermarket, providing local tribes with everything they needed to survive. 

Look at some of the natural resources shown on this page. How many items do you 
recognize? How do you think each item was used? 
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NATURAL RESOURCES USED BY AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBES 
OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY REGION

WHITETAIL DEER BOX TURTLE BEAVER

CANADA GEESE

EASTERN OYSTER

WILD RICECATTAILSARROW ARUM (TUCKAHOE)

Illustrations of beaver, Canada geese, Eastern Oyster, wild rice, cattails and arrow arum courtesy of Alice 
Jane Lippson, Life in the Chesapeake Bay.
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Where Were Indian Towns Located?
For the native peoples living in the Chesapeake region, natural resources played 
a large role in where they decided to locate their towns.  But access to fish, 
animals, and plants were not the only thing these communities had to think 
about.  It was also important to build the village in an area that could be easily 
defended from raiding tribes.  Warfare between Indian nations often involved 
quick raids that took the enemy by surprise. As a result, village sites set upon 
high bluffs or on peninsulas surrounded by water were often chosen because 
they made it difficult for enemies to approach without being spotted.  Placing 
settlements near the water also made it easy for people to travel up and down 
the river, which was important for hunting, fishing, collecting food from the 
marshes, and trading with other communities on the Bay. 

Carefully examine the map of the Sassafras River on the next page.  The map 
shows where important natural resources were located, as well as fertile soils 
where crops could be grown.  Places where Indian settlements might have been 
found are labeled A, B, C, D, and E.  Work with your classmates to carefully look 
at each site and decide which area would be the best place to build an Indian 
town.  Be ready to explain your choice to the rest of the class! 
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establish an Indian town. Be ready to explain your 
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WHERE WERE INDIANS TOWNS LOCATED?

Illustrations of shad,  bald cypress, and arrow arum courtesy of Alice Jane Lippson, Life in the Chesapeake Bay.
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WHERE WERE INDIANS TOWNS LOCATED?

MAP KEY

fertile soils forest spawning !sh tuckahoe
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DIRECTIONS: Carefully study the map of the Sassafras River, then list the “pros” and “cons” of each site on 
the chart below.  When you are finished, you must decide which of the sites would be the best location for 
an Indian town. 

Where Were Indian Towns Located?
NAME: DATE:

SITE PROS CONS

A

B

C

D

E



DIRECTIONS:  After listing the “Pros” and “Cons” of each site from the Sassafras River, pick the best location 
for the Indian town.  In the space below, explain why you picked that location.

SITE CHOSEN:

EXPLANATION FOR CHOOSING THIS SITE:

Where Were Indian Towns Located?
NAME: DATE:

Secoton
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DIRECTIONS:  Work in a small group to closely examine artist John White’s painting 
entitled Secoton, then answer the questions on the following page.Sultana Education Foundation’s Virtual Classroom Curriculum


