A View of Part of the Town of Boston in New England
And Brittish Ships of War Landing Their Troops 1768
by Paul Revere

DIRECTIONS: Work in a small group to closely examine this image, then answer the
questions on the following page.

Sultana Education Foundation’s Virtual Classroom Curriculum

A View of Part of the Town of Boston
NAME:

DATE:

DIRECTIONS: Work in a small group to closely examine Paul Revere’s engraving of
“A View of Part of the Town of Boston” in 1768, then answer the following
questions about the image:
1.

What is happening in this image?

2.

Look in the lower left-hand corner of the engraving. Paul Revere has listed
the names of the British ships that had been sent to Boston to unload
troops. How many ships has he listed?

3.

There are small rowboats full of troops heading from the larger ships to the
dock. How many rowboats are shown in the image?

4.

In this scene, Paul Revere used steeples and as a symbol of colonial
independence and freedom. How many steeples are shown in Boston?

5.

Imagine that you lived in Boston in 1768 and saw over 2,000 British troops
coming to occupy your city. How do you think that would make you feel?
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In the years before the Revolutionary War, the city of Boston was one of the largest
ports in the thirteen colonies. It was also known as a hotbed of activity for Patriots
that often called for boycotts of British goods that had been newly taxed. This was
especially true in 1768, after the people of Boston learned about the passing of the
Townshend Acts. The Townshend Acts placed taxes on lead, paper, paint, glass, and
tea. When news of these duties reached Boston, riots broke out across the city.
Fearing the worst, the Royal Governor wrote to King George to ask for help.

The British responded by sailing a fleet of warships to the port carrying over 2,000
troops that were sent to occupy Boston and restore order. This event was drawn by
Paul Revere in the engraving above. In the image, Revere shows eighteen rowboats
ferrying British soldiers from the large ships to the Long Wharf in Boston. More
soldiers are seen walking up the wharf and into town. Over the next two years,
tensions between the troops and the people of Boston would lead to tragic events
like the ”Boston Massacre” of 1770.
This image is drawn from the colonists’ point of view. To emphasize Britain’s show of
force, the artist does not show any Bostonians in the picture. Revere also highlights
steeples and historic landmarks like the Old State House in the Boston skyline, which
represent freedom and independence.
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
DIRECTIONS: Read the text on the previous page, then answer the following
questions in complete sentences. Write your answers on the lines provided.
1.

What items were taxed by the Townshend Acts?

2.

What happened in Boston after news of the Townshend Acts reached the city?

3.

How many British troops were sent to restore law and order in Boston?

4.

The presence of troops in Boston led to lots of tension between the British
soldiers and the colonists. What tragic event took place in 1770 as a result?

5.

What are two ways that artist Paul Revere showed this event from the
colonists’ point of view?
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