The Manner of Their Fishing

DIRECTIONS: Work in a small group to closely examine artist John White’s painting
entitled The Manner of Their Fishing, then answer the questions on the following page.
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DIRECTIONS: Work in a small group to closely examine artist John White’s
painting entitled The Manner of Their Fishing, then answer the following
questions about the image:
1. Complete this sentence: The scene in this painting shows:

2.

Describe the boat in the painting. What is it made out of, and how do you
think it was constructed? Why do you think there is a fire burning in it?

3.

Look very carefully at how the Indians are fishing. What are three different
ways that the Native Americans caught fish?

4.

There are many marine animals shown in the painting. See how many you
can identify and list them below:

5.

What does this painting tell us about the importance of marine resources to
the Native Americans of this region?
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In 1585, artist John White joined a group of English settlers to establish a new
colony in North America. The settlement was called Roanoke, and it was
located on the present-day Outer Banks of North Carolina. During his time in
Roanoke, John White made a series of paintings of the Native Americans in the
region. These paintings are still studied by historians today.
Before the 1600s, the Atlantic Ocean
and coastal bays of North America were
teeming with life. Over thousands of
years, Native American tribes in the
area had learned many different
methods for harvesting the marine life
in these rich bodies of water. The John
White image on the left shows three
different ways that the Indians caught
fish. Near the middle of the painting,
two men are hunting in the shallow
waters with spears. To the left-hand
side of the image, there is a special kind
of trap called a weir. The weir has a
long wall that stretches from the beach
out towards deeper water. When fish
run into this wall and try to swim
around it, they are led to a funnel which
empties into a large box. If you look
carefully at the painting, you’ll see many fish trapped in this box. Today,
watermen use a similar trap in the Chesapeake Bay called a pound net. The
third way that Indians are shown catching fish is by using nets from a dugout
canoe. At night, a fire was lit in the middle of the boat. Small fish were
attracted to the light of the fire, which attracted bigger fish to the surface
where they could be caught with a dip net and placed in the bottom of the
canoe. Lastly, the artist shows different species of animals swimming in the
water such as horseshoe crabs, a hammerhead shark, and possibly a sturgeon.
This painting shows how important marine life was as a food source for the
Native American tribes of the region.
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
DIRECTIONS: Read the text on the previous page, then answer the following
questions in complete sentences. Write your answers on the lines provided.
1.

Who was John White, and when did he make his paintings?

2.

What are three different ways that Native Americans caught fish?

3.

Native Americans made clever traps called weirs to catch fish. How does a
weir work?

4.

Name three animals shown in this painting.

5.

How did the Native Americans catch fish from their dugout canoes?
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